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Psychological Interpretation 
Theology is a discipline that shows uniqueness in aspects such as structure, development, and debates. Theology has proved that it has a stronger influence on humans or the world's civilization. Various psychologists have made great contributions in the field of religion. For instance, Carl Jung and Sigmund Freud are some of the renowned psychologists who have made several debates or arguments on religious matters. It is crucial to note that these two psychologists joined the same school of psychology due to their interest in this area. It is important to note that Freud was hostile to religion because he believed that religion should be abolished due to its meaningless. On the other hand, Jung supported various aspects of religion. One of the similarities between the two psychologists is that they supported the concept of unconsciousness and its role in human behavior in interpreting certain meanings (Jung 3). Since these psychologists have different opinions regarding religion, it is apparent that they would have interpreted Eliade’s assertions on the nature of religion differently. This paper will analyze how Jung’s psychological interpretation of Eliade’s assertion would differ from Freud’s and also examine how Jung would interpret Lame Deer’s experience in his vision quest. 
Jung’s psychological interpretation of Eliade’s assertion would differ from Freud’s based on the concept of numinous. Numinous is a term that shows the presence of a divinity. It portrays a state of having contact with a supreme being. Jung argued that religious experience is quite numinous. This implies that there is an act of revelation between the supreme being and human beings. It also means that the supreme being manifests itself through various techniques like visions and dreams. Jung’s statements are in line with Eliade’s opinions because both of them embrace the concept of a supreme being who manifests itself in varied ways. According to Eliade, the manifestation of the sacred is normally in a unique order from natural realities (10). Human beings are also aware of the presence of the sacred since it shows or manifests itself in a different manner. Freud’s interpretation of such manifestations would also differ from Jung’s opinion because Freud believed that such manifestations of the sacred being are mere meaningless illusions (Freud 5). Freud maintained that these illusions could not be proven in any way. Freud also argues that such illusions emerge since people have subconscious desires for a father figure. People are likely to have faith in a supreme being as a way of getting rid of their depressions and loneliness. Freud differs from Jung because he perceives an illusion as a phenomenon that helps society in certain ways. For example, illusion gives human beings a reason to be submissive to laws. Generally, Freud insists that the existence of God is not supported by any evidence and that it is only an idea in human minds (Freud 22). Contrary, Jung claims that all human beings possess a religious instinct that acts as evidence of the existence of something of a higher order or force (Jung 37). Therefore, all human beings strive to establish a good relationship with the sacred being. Therefore, to Jung, religion expressed a collective unconsciousness in human beings. 
Jung would interpret Lame Deer’s experience in a number of ways. One of the interpretations is that Lame Deer's experience was a product of the unconscious psyche. Jung claims that people experience a vision or a dream as a result of an impartial and spontaneous act of the psyche that occurs without a person’s control or will (Jung 25). Based on the vision quest, it is evident that Lame Deer encountered a number of things that were beyond his control. For instance, when he went inside the vision pit, he heard sounds through the dark. These sounds include the whisper of trees, hooting of an owl, voice of nature, and the sound of animals, all of which made he was unable to control (Deer and Richard 5). All of these occurrences were pure nature. 
Jung would also interpret Lame Deer’s experience based on the realm of the message. Jung believed that visions and dreams only occur with a sole purpose. For example, visions and dreams emerge as a way of communication. Visions enable individuals to receive important messages. Lame Deer's quest for a vision was in line with the pursuit of a single goal. Deer aimed at becoming a medicine man in order to treat or heal people of varied conditions. He only had an option to seek a vision because it was the only way to communicate with the Great Spirit, Wakan Tanka, who was able to give him powers to become a medicine man (Deer and Richard 3). It was clear that the gift of becoming a medicine man was only acquired through visions rather than being learned at schools. Therefore, vision acted as a means of communicating important messages to respective individuals. For instance, Lame Deer received a message from the vision that he was given the powers to understand or communicate with the spirits. He also received a message that he will be a medicine man with the capabilities to teach other medicine men (Deer and Richard 6). All these connotes that a vision is an attempt of the psyche to communicate or reveal certain messages as well as valuing such information. Jung also argues that a dream or a vision is a phenomenon that openly expresses things to individuals. In the case of Lame Deer, this vision expressed the information on him being a medicine man without hiding anything. This means that visions do not lie. They also deliver the message as they are without an act of distortion. 
In summary, the above discussion proves how Jung’s psychological interpretation of Eliade’s assertions would differ from Frauds. It also reveals that Jung would interpret Lame Deer's experience using various psychological tenets such as the unconscious psyche's product. Both Jung and Freud made a meaningful analysis of Eliade’s assertions. 
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